V4 construction method that not

. but-als

IR JOHN DE WINGFIELD made quite
the cateh at the Battle of Poitiers. The

weteran of Crécy had taken hostage
nofne other than the Sire dAabdgny, captain
of the French king's bodyguards. As skilled
with numbers as he was with the sword—he

aristocrat's r
mrks (ul E1 666 ad the time

Tixin i Eow s ey ). Sad ly,
mch i venjoy his Tortume:
tosok him by November 13861, but not before
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he had made a provision in his will to found
a new chantry college. His wile, Alianore
de Glanwville, complied and Wingfield College
in Wingfield, Suffolk, was built in 12

Naovw lksted Grade 117 the college, wiidch b= for
aale through Savills at 51.75 million (01473
2HEHL), I8 one of the most strildng examples
of the golden era of British timber framing,
Mt that anyone would notiee at first glance

astueeoed fagnde from the 17608 coneeals

e e e of Uhe building, “Too the rear, how:
ever, ilsmw Ty vi

l origing are ¢
says COUNTRY LIFE's Architectur:

“One of the most striking examples of the golden era of British timber framing': Grade I*-listed Wingfield College in Suffolk. £1.75m

John Goodall, who has contributed o a book
anthehowse, Wisg/ield College aud iis Prirons:
Picty and Prestige in Medieval Syfifolk, and
calls it ‘a near miraculous survival,

Wihen it opened, the college was home to
a Master and nine chaplains, whose duties
Imehsdbed praying for SkeJohn, the Black Prince
and Edward IT1, as well as runni
ing school. “The comm;
Goadall, “served the fine

boanl-

ish church of 8 Amdrew, where the
of Siir Jodw later patrons of the
lege —the powerful dela Pole family—survive

The de la Poles becames Wingfield's patrons
after SirJohn's daughter, Katherine, married
Michael de la Pole, the scion of a wool mer-
chant family from Kingston upan Hull, who
woulld bescome Lord Chancellor and Lst Earl
af Suffolk during the reign of Richard L only to
lose the thbe during the Merclless Pariament
of 1388, All his properties were ‘confiscated

in reciprocation for the extortionate fines

he devoun
History or N
aandd Form of the Miraculons Parlinwent af
Westavinster in the year LISGE Honours were
restored to Sir Michael's son, also naned
Michael, in 1398, starting a trend that would
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see the family lnse (or come close to kosing)
tithe and land across the centuries, not keast
when William, Lst Duke of Suffolk, was exiled
for eorrupd kon—a rather more mundane rea-
son for his downfall than his Shakespearean
reputation as a manipulative lover amd
amurderer. His end, lowever, was as groe-
aome a3 in the second Henrey VI play: cap-
L

at soa a8 he was heading to France,
he was beheaded; his body was first taken
oy Wingglhelel, bt bater baried in Holl
Despite: these ups and downs, the de la
Poles we ose to becoming Engl
lite the rise for a

e I
off merchant origins that had indtkally been

teased in Parliament for its modest pedigree.
Williarn's son, John, married Elizabeth, sister
of Edward IV and Richard IT1, and their child-
ren became the York dynasty’s heirs. But
Johm, Barl of Linealn, died after supporting
thee 11]-fated sttempt to put Lambert Simuel
on the throne, Edmund was beheaded by
Henry VI, and Richard, nicknamed the
White Rose, died fighting for his claim in the
Battle of Pavia. Henry VI and Henry VI
had elearly had enough of the Family becanse
they kept the last born, William, prisoner in

the Tower of London until he died—a massive
T years, the longe nyone hai ever
spent al the Thameside fortress. >
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pich embroideryand cording thread colours to any
heme. and can also create or design embroidered
s, crests and Initials In a huge selection of colours. !/Q’f(_‘/‘ Q(J‘?(?{’{/

Property market

Grade |I-Ested Hunton Court in Kent hides its timber origins behind a Georgian-style facade and sits in some 132 acres of grounds. £10m

Although the college was initially spared
Trorm this turmodl, managing vo find o patran
inthe new Duke of Suffodk, Chardes Brandon,
s Wi wile, Mary Tudor, it didn sarvive the
Drisssohation of Monasteries, Some of the buald-
ings were demolished and the rest adapted
s a hiouse, its maedieval vestiges progressively
burbed under kyers of plaster, They were anly
reveabed in the 1070k, when the then owner,
lan Chance, carried out a renovation,
Toalay, ses D Gl L, “Wingglikd combines
well-lit, 18th-century panelled rooms with
some splendid medieval ones, including the
truncated remains of the coll Gireat
Hall, where the supposed portraits of
Charles Brandon and Mary Tudor still grace
the linenfold panelling. The combination
of ‘very classic, very Georgian rooms—chief
ameong all, the elegant drawing room, with its
fine fireplace and original painiwork—and
the medieval timber-frame rooms, which
include the kitchen and some of the six bed-
rooms, as well as the Great Hall, works uns-
sually well, aceording to selling agent Tom
Crrfinrd, meaking Wingfiebd “an amazing house’,
He k5 as taken by the gardens, ‘spectacular
in an understated way', and the Lyout, ‘unusr-
ally modern for a propernty of that age’, as by
the architecture. “Whe sl

e you have bee
ing [properties| for such a long time, it's
are io get seriously excited by a house,
this one did it for me'

13 | Country Life | April 6, 2022

Grade [lsved, 14,0056 It Hunton Court,
niear Maddstone, in Kent— initially lumnehed
thiress yesars ago (CouNTRY LIFE, July 31, 20059)
and relaumched last week by Strotl & Parker
(1227 4787077 at a guide price of S10m—is
another ing that hides its timbered ori
senrgian look. The house, ance
e Lo g, i @ Durbulent history:

¢ He had the not-so-
bright idea of rebelling
against Mary Tudor?

first built in the 13th century and part of an
estate that had belonged to the Canterbury's
Christ Church Priory, it was handed to Sir
Thormas Wyatt, Henry VIII's High Sheriff for
Kent, after the Dissolution of Monasteries,
Wyati was a man of many talenis: a diplomat
and agifted poet, he also managed wo navigate
the choppy waters of the Tudor Court and keep
his head intact, despite having been accused
First of mduitery with Anne Bokeyn, which earned
him a apell in the Tower of London, then of
tresason. His son, on the other haml, wasn't
qubte as gifted with politkeal no
notsoebright idea of rebelli
Tuckor and lost both the esta
Although Hunton Court’s story recalls that
of Wingfield College, traces of the medbeval

v haacl the

timbsers are rather more subtle at the Kent
howsse, where Uy make an appearance in the
attic am in some of the cight bedrooms,
Mt ol the poomes have a Georgian Mavour,
the result of & remodelling by 19th-century
owner Henry Bannerman. He added the grand
Gisorgian-stybe fagade and the hand-painted
iph of chierabs, birds and
flowers—in the drawing room (one of five
stately reception rooms). They became the
backdrop to Brivish politieal history in the
early 2ith century, when the honse passed
to Bannerman’s nephew, Henry Campbell-
Bannerman, who served as Prime Minkster
between 14405 and 1908 and championed the
introduction of free school meals, Matching
the beauty of the interior are the 132-acre
grounds, with their 18th-century parkland,
lakes and magnificent stone bridges.
Having dominated British architecture
untilthe 17th century, timber-frame bulldings.
now look set to make a comehack, after the
National Audit Office suggested that using UK-
grown timber in construction can help reduce
the imdustry's impasct. New-build timber-frame
hoies hiave great epvironmental credentials
explains Jamie Freeman of Haringtons buying
wgenis. “The carbon footprint &minimal, as 9066
of wood consumed is souresd from British

panels—a i

and European forests. As they are visually
mvore traditional in form, they are a litte easier
to get planning permission for, ton. s
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The finest bed linen, hand made
to order in England since 1881
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Sarah Bowen
sarah bowen@pelereedoam

Tel: 071 408277
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A Handmade Tradition

Veedon Fleece undertakes commissions
to any design and colour specification

1o a masim size of 20m by 8m

and prides itself in the quality of its
work created for many of Great Britaan's

conic country houses.

www veedonileece. com
veedon(@veedonileece.com
T: 01483 575758
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